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- forward by the Royal Colleges is certain to produce bene-
tficial results. It will surely result in a saving of labour by
,the increased inter-communication among men working at the
same or allied subjects. Isolation in scientific work almost

inevitably means that much unnecessary work is done

"over ground that has already been thoroughly tilled

by another whose labour has not come to light. The

’collecting of statistics and other classifying work that

will be done under the scheme should prove a great boon
in providing individual workers with a wide view of what
’has already been thoroughly accomplished. The general
standard of knowledge, too, concerning all subjects bearing
upon cancer should be raised both in the ranks of

the medical profession and among the general public.
’Good results these, whether or not they include ’’ the con-
summation devoutly to be wished for," and we hope that it
"will not be long before the rich and generous provide, if

not the entire ;E 100,000, at any rate such a proportion of
it as will enable many a true student to devote himself to

.scientific work the doors of which are at present closed

- to him for lack of the golden key.

Annotations.

REVISED CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF DEATH

IN THE NATIONAL RECORDS.

" Ne quid nimis."

WE are indebted to the Registrar-General for a copy of
.the new official list of causes of death which was adopted at
Somerset House at the beginning of the present century for
.the abstraction of deaths in England and Wales in place of
the previous list which, in all essentials, had been in use at
the General Register Office ever since its foundation in

1837. The new list is based on the nomenclature of

- diseases authorised by the Royal College of Physicians
of London and contains several important changes. In

the first place, the old classification of diseases has been

- considerably modified. Thus the time-honoured titles

"zymotic," "miasmatic," "constitutional," "develop-
mental," and "dietetic," have been discarded and the

important series of diseases hitherto classed under one or
- other of these names has been placed together under the
comprehensive heading" General Diseases (Morbi corporis
universi). In the grouping of these general diseases several
improvements will be found. Thus the important class of

malignant diseases has now been subdivided into (1)
. carcinoma, or true cancer, and (2) sarcoma, whilst a third
line has been added to receive such cases of malignant
disease as cannot be safely allotted to either of these

headings. The tuberculous group of diseases has also
been subdivided and the endeavour has been made to

--encourage more careful differentiation of the chief forms
of this malady. By the introduction of italic type it has
been attempted to discourage the use in medical certificates
of such indefinite and objectionable terms as " tabes mesen-
terica," "diarrhoea," "gastro-enteritis," and puerperal
fever," and the authorised equivalents for these diseases

- are added in ordinary type. Inasmuch as the deaths have
- hitherto been classified on the same principle in each of the
three divisions of the United Kingdom, with manifest con-
- venience to students of vital statistics, we may express the
hope that this new list will be adopted by the Registrars-
-General of Ireland and Scotland, so that a similar uniformity

may still be maintained in a class of statistics which are

rapidly becoming of great national importance. We much

regret that other urgent demands on our space preclude our
publishing the new official list in our present issue, but we
hope to insert a complete copy in THE LANCET of next

week, together with a set of appropriate suggestions for its
use, which we are confident will be utilised by our readers
in filling up their certificates of cause of death.

THE CORONATION AND THE POOR.

THE Local Government Board has issued a circular to the
Poor-law authorities of England and Wales, and also a

circular to county councils, councils of boroughs and urban
districts (whose accounts are subjected to audit), rural district
councils, and parish councils. These circulars direct that
such Poor-law authorities or councils may make various
modifications in the diet and discipline of the poor

persons in workhouses, or that any reasonable expenses may
be incurred by the councils in connexion with the public
celebration of the Coronation. The councils, however,
must be cautious-at least, we take that to be the meaning
of the following somewhat cryptic sentences : " The effect of
the sanction will not be to legalise any expenses in this

matter. It will only prevent the disallowance of such ex-
penses, if reasonable, by the district auditor at the audit."
However, it is quite plain that the Local Government Board
intends that the poor and needy shall have not merely a
sentimental interest in the Coronation. It is of but little

use to tell a hungry man to rejoice ; let us hope that on the
two great days of the Coronation and the day after it mirth
and good cheer will abound from one end of the kingdom to
the other. 

____

THE PECULIAR PEOPLE AGAIN.

ONCE more the death of a child has been brought home
to parents belonging to the sect known as the Peculiar

People and light sentences of a few months’ imprisonment have
again marked the difficulty of dealing with these unhappy
fanatics. We have written of them in these columns

until we almost owe our readers an apology for again
referring to the subject. Everyone knows that the Peculiar
People take literally an isolated passage in the Bible
and neglect all those which refer to the beneficence of
medicine and the necessity for the exercise of the physician’s
skill, with the result that when one of their sect falls ill an
elder is called in who anoints with oil and prays, while the

patient dies or lives as nature may direct. When this

happens in the case of an adult nothing can be said, or at
any rate nothing can be done ; but certain Acts of Parliament
have cast the obligation of providing medical attendance for
children upon parents and others entrusted with the care of
them, and the neglect of this obligation, if it causes the death
of the child, is good ground for a conviction for manslaughter.
In a few instances parents have thus been convicted ; more
frequently, however, they are acquitted of manslaughter,
in which case it is still possible to convict them under
the Cruelty to Children Act, 1894, of neglecting the child
in such a way as to cause unnecessary suffering. The

reason why a conviction for the more serious offence
does not often take place is to be found in the natural

difficulty of proving that if medical aid had been summoned
the patient would have lived. It is not enough to prove
that he might have lived, there must be positive evidence
that the death was caused or accelerated by the neglect.
In some cases it is within the power of a medical
man to give such evidence and it is his duty to

do so unflinchingly, but it is clear that in others
his opinion, whatever it may be, can hardly rest upon a
sufficiently firm basis of fact and observation for him to
enunciate it with confidence and in such cases there is no


